A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Nerva, a man of good legal family, who had the sense to choose
for his successor a solid soldier, risen from the ranks, called
Trajan; he ruled till ajd. 117. Trajan chose for his successor
Hadrian, who came to England about ajx 120-123, and went
all over it and built a boundary wall from the Tyne to the
Solway, of which ruins still remain. After Hadrian (a.d. 138)
came Antoninus Pius (a,d. 161), and he unfortunately chose for
his successor Marcus Aurehus.
Hitherto the strength of the Roman Emperors had lain in
the fact that since Nero they had all been chosen for their
military capacity. That excellent rule was now abandoned.
This Emperor Marcus Aurelius, instead of choosing a proper
successor for military and administrative talent, was weak and
foolish enough to favour his worthless son Commodus, who
was murdered after twelve years of bad rule, in A.D. 192. Then
civil war broke out between rival generals, each wanting to be
Commander-in-Chief—that is, Emperor—and so the Long Peace
was at an end.
The Effects of the Long Peace. The Catholic Church
and the Empire. The Long Peace of more than a hundred
years had two very important effects.
First, it made civilization grow, with fine cities, plenty of
trade, and great roads built everywhere, so that men came to
feel the Roman Empire to be securely set up for ever, and, in
spite of its later troubles, this feeling lasted on for hundreds
and hundreds of years, and never quite died out. Second, it
allowed the Catholic Church to strike deep root, to increase
greatly in numbers, and to spread on all sides. As the Church
had a strong organization of its own (which, as we have seen,
was in part kept secret in order to preserve it), it clashed with
the government of the Empire, forming a sort of state within
the state; this rival power the Imperial Government would
not tolerate. At the same time the Catholic Church held very
different morals from the Pagan world around it, and especially
it would not allow its members to take part in Pagan worship
at the altars and images of gods which it knew to be false gods.
It would only allow them to worship Jesus Christ in the " Sacred
Mystery" of the Eucharist, where its priests consecrated bread
and wine into the Body and Blood of our Lord, Now, all
public life in the Roman Empire was mixed up with Pagan
worship; for instance, worship of the " Goddess Rome/* of the

